In conclusion, we may consider the essential cause of erysipelas to be a microbe, the exact nature of which is still uncertain, although it belongs to the class of streptococci; this organism has an affinity for the lymphatic vessels, and is anaerobic ; it falls an easy prey to the amoeboid cells which exist in inflamed parts, and the treatment, in accordance with this knowledge, is obviously to bring about a sufficient dilatation of blood vessels to induce diapedesis in advance of the spreading area of the disease to ensure a sufficient number of devouring cells and a sufficient supply of oxygen to destroy the enemy.
